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BEER (FERMENTED MALT BEVERAGE) TAX 
 

TOPICAL INDEX 
 

To Wisconsin Statutes, Administrative Rules, Wisconsin Tax Bulletins, 
IS&E Publications, and Attorney Generals’ Opinions 

 

 Statute Adm. Rule 
Tax Bulletin and 
Publication (P) AGO (A) 

     
A     
     
Advertising........................................................................................................... 125.33(2)(L)    
Advertising material ............................................................................................. 125.33(2)(c) ........................... .......................... ............................... A1 
Age, book ............................................................................................................ 125.07(7) ............................... .......................... 67-8 ........................ A2,A14,A27 
Age, proof of ........................................................................................................ 125.07(7),125.085 ................. .......................... 67-8,73-28 .............. A35 
Agents (see “Corporations/limited liability companies”)     
Aircraft ................................................................................................................. 125.06(5)    
Amnesty............................................................................................................... ............................................... .......................... 43-7,104-42,108-1  
Applications     
 form................................................................................................................ 125.04(3) ............................... .......................... 62-45 ...................... A4 
 identification card ........................................................................................... 125.085.................................. .......................... 73-28 ...................... A14 
Armed forces, sales to......................................................................................... 139.10(1)    
Auction sales ....................................................................................................... 125.06(11)    
Authority to grant license..................................................................................... 125.25(1),125.26(1),..............

125.28(1) 
.......................... ............................... A5 

     
B     
     
Bond, surety ........................................................................................................ 139.05(4) ............................... .......................... 73-29  
Booklet - Alcohol Beverage Laws........................................................................ 125.045.................................. .......................... 56-30,67-9  
Bottlers     
 defined ........................................................................................................... 139.01(1)    
Brewers     
 defined ........................................................................................................... 125.02(2),139.01(2)............... .......................... ............................... A15 
 permits ........................................................................................................... 125.29,139.09........................ .......................... 67-9  
 records ........................................................................................................... 139.11(1) ............................... .......................... 73-27  
 reports ............................................................................................................ 139.11(2) ............................... .......................... ............................... A1 
 restrictions...................................................................................................... 125.33(1)    
 sales............................................................................................................... 139.01(9)    
Brewery premises................................................................................................ 125.29(3)    
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 Statute Adm. Rule 
Tax Bulletin and 
Publication (P) AGO (A) 

     
Business entertainment to Class “B” licensee or permittee (brewer or 
wholesaler)......................................................................................................... 125.33(2)(n)........................... .......................... 73-30  

     
C     
     
Cards, identification............................................................................................. 125.085.................................. .......................... 73-28 ...................... A14 
Churches ............................................................................................................. 125.26(6)    
Civil liability exemption ........................................................................................ 125.035    
Civil liability exemption for municipalities ............................................................ 125.037.................................. .......................... 67-9  
Closing hours ...................................................................................................... 125.32(3) ............................... .......................... ............................... A36 
 exceptions...................................................................................................... 125.32(3)(c) ........................... .......................... 73-31  
Clubs     
 defined ........................................................................................................... 125.02(4) ............................... .......................... ............................... A7 
 permit ............................................................................................................. 125.27(1) ............................... .......................... ............................... A7 
Compulsory testimony......................................................................................... 139.20    
Confidentiality of fermented malt beverage tax return......................................... 139.11(4) ............................... .......................... 47-7,73-27  
Confiscation......................................................................................................... 125.14(2),139.22    
 disposal alternatives ...................................................................................... 125.14(2)(e)........................... .......................... 109-13  
Consignment sale................................................................................................ 125.33(7)(a)2......................... .......................... ............................... A16 
Consumption in public place ............................................................................... 125.09(1)    
Container, labels ................................................................................................. 125.32(7) ............................... 7.21   
Contests .............................................................................................................. 125.33(2)(L)    
Contribute things of value.................................................................................... 125.33(1) ............................... .......................... 43-35  
Corporations/limited liability companies     
 agents ............................................................................................................ 125.04(6) ............................... .......................... 62-45,67-9 .............. A3 
  training course.......................................................................................... 125.04(5)(a)5,(c).................... .......................... 93-14  
 retailers license Class A................................................................................. 125.25    
 retailers license Class B................................................................................. 125.26    
 wholesaler ...................................................................................................... 125.28    
Country (sports) clubs ......................................................................................... 125.27(1) ............................... .......................... ............................... A7, A37 
Court review ........................................................................................................ 125.12(2)(d)    
Credit restrictions ................................................................................................ 125.33(7)    
Credit, small breweries ........................................................................................ 139.02(2)    
Criminal penalties................................................................................................ 125.11,139.25(2),(9),(10) ...... .......................... 56-32,56-33 ............ A17 
Curling permit ...................................................................................................... 125.27(1)    
     
D     
     
Definitions     
 bottler ............................................................................................................. 139.01(1) ............................... .......................... ............................... A15 
 brewer ............................................................................................................ 125.02(2),139.01(2)............... .......................... ............................... A15 
 brewery premise............................................................................................. 125.02(3)    
 club ................................................................................................................ 125.02(4) ............................... .......................... ............................... A7 
 defendant ....................................................................................................... 125.07(4)(e)    
 fermented malt beverage ............................................................................... 125.02(6)    
 hotel ............................................................................................................... 125.02(7)    
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 Statute Adm. Rule 
Tax Bulletin and 
Publication (P) AGO (A) 

     
Definitions - continued     
 legal drinking age........................................................................................... 125.02(8m)    
 licenses .......................................................................................................... 125.02(9),139.01(4)............... .......................... ............................... A15 
 person ............................................................................................................ 125.02(14)    
 principal business .......................................................................................... 125.02(15m)    
 regulation ....................................................................................................... 125.02(17) ............................. .......................... ............................... A15 
 restaurant ....................................................................................................... 125.02(18) ............................. .......................... ............................... A8 
 retailer ............................................................................................................ 125.02(19),139.01(7)    
 sale ................................................................................................................ 125.02(20),139.01(9)    
 underage person............................................................................................ 125.02(20m)    
 violation.......................................................................................................... 125.07(1)(b)    
 wholesaler ...................................................................................................... 125.02(21),139.01(10)    
Department notification ....................................................................................... 125.04(4) ............................... .......................... 67-9  
Discounts............................................................................................................. 125.33(6) ............................... .......................... 9-7  
Distribution rights (termination) ........................................................................... 125.33(10) ............................. .......................... 138-45  
Due dates ............................................................................................................ 139.05(2)    
     
E     
     
Electronic funds transfer (EFT)............................................................................ ............................................... 1.12 ................... 111-4,115-1,121-2  
     
F     
     
Fairs..................................................................................................................... 125.26(6)    
Fees     
 retail licenses Class A.................................................................................... 125.25(4) ............................... .......................... 67-9  
 retail licenses Class B.................................................................................... 125.26(4),(6).......................... .......................... 67-9 ........................ A18 
 wholesalers licenses ...................................................................................... 125.28(4)    
Fermented malt beverage defined....................................................................... 125.02(6)    
     
G     
     
Golf club, permit .................................................................................................. 125.27(1)    
     
H     
     
Home manufacturer, exemption .......................................................................... 125.06(3),139.04(1)    
Homemade beer.................................................................................................. 125.06(3)    
Hotel .................................................................................................................... 125.26(2m) ............................ .......................... 56-31  
Hours, closing...................................................................................................... 125.32(3) ............................... .......................... ............................... A6 
     
I     
     
Identification cards .............................................................................................. 125.085.................................. .......................... 73-28 ...................... A2 
Impersonating an officer ...................................................................................... 125.105    
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 Statute Adm. Rule 
Tax Bulletin and 
Publication (P) AGO (A) 

     
Importation........................................................................................................... 139.03(5) ............................... .......................... 116-19  
Indians (see "Native Americans")     
Inspection ............................................................................................................ 139.08(4)    
Interest................................................................................................................. 139.25.................................... .......................... 56-32  
Invoices (see  "Purchases and invoices")     
     
L     
     
Labeling............................................................................................................... 125.32(7) ............................... 7.21   
Law, tied-house ................................................................................................... 125.33.................................... 7.23 ................... 73-30 ...................... A1,A34 
Licenses and permits     
 airports ........................................................................................................... 125.06(5)    
 applications (license) ..................................................................................... 125.04(3) ............................... .......................... 62-45 ...................... A4 
 brewers (permit) ............................................................................................. 125.29,139.09    
 clubs (permit) ................................................................................................. 125.27(1) ............................... .......................... ............................... A7 
 country (sports) club (permit) ......................................................................... 125.27(1) ............................... .......................... ............................... A7 
 curling club (permit) ....................................................................................... 125.27(1)    
 defined ........................................................................................................... 125.02(9)    
 golf club (permit) ............................................................................................ 125.27(1)    
 historical society (state) ................................................................................. ............................................... .......................... ............................... A34 
 industrial fermented malt beverages (permit) ................................................ 125.275.................................. .......................... 43-34  
 limited liability company (license)................................................................... 125.02(14),125.04(5)(c)    
 managers (license) ........................................................................................ 125.18    
 operators (license) ......................................................................................... 125.17.................................... .......................... 104-38, 138-45 ....... A19 
 out-of-state shippers (permit) ......................................................................... 125.30.................................... .......................... 67-9  
 provisional license.......................................................................................... 125.17(5),(6),125.185............ .......................... 77-10,93-14,138-45  
 public parks (license exception)..................................................................... 125.06(6) ............................... .......................... 67-9 ........................ A20 
 railroads ......................................................................................................... 125.06(5),125.26(3m)............ .......................... 56-30 ...................... A20 
 requirements .................................................................................................. 125.04(5) ............................... .......................... 33-33  
 residency, retail .............................................................................................. 125.04(5)    
 restaurant - small brewers (license) ............................................................... 125.31.................................... .......................... 120-8  
 retailers - Class A (license) ............................................................................ 125.25    
 retailers - Class B (license) ............................................................................ 125.26.................................... .......................... ............................... A21 
 seller’s permit - exceptions ............................................................................ 125.04(5)(d)3......................... .......................... 73-28  
 seller’s permit - retailers................................................................................. 125.04(5)(a)4    
 servicemen’s posts (license).......................................................................... 125.26(6) ............................... .......................... ............................... A22 
 ski jumping clubs (permit) .............................................................................. 125.27(1)    
 state universities - Board of Regents ............................................................. ............................................... .......................... ............................... A34 
 tennis club (permit) ........................................................................................ 125.27(1) ............................... .......................... 67-8  
 training course ............................................................................................... 125.04(5)(a)5    
 use by another prohibited............................................................................... 125.32(2m)    
 vessel (permit) ............................................................................................... 125.27(2) ............................... .......................... 26-2,62-46 .............. A20 
 wholesalers (license/permit) .......................................................................... 125.28,125.29,139.09............ .......................... ............................... A23 
 yachting club (permit)..................................................................................... 125.27(1) ............................... .......................... ............................... A7 
Limitations - other business................................................................................. 125.32(3m) ............................ .......................... 73-30  
Local option ......................................................................................................... 125.05.................................... .......................... 62-45 ...................... A24 
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 Statute Adm. Rule 
Tax Bulletin and 
Publication (P) AGO (A) 

     
Local option - continued     
 enforcement ................................................................................................... 125.14.................................... .......................... ............................... A25 
 licensing powers ............................................................................................ 125.25,125.26,125.28    
 regulation ....................................................................................................... 125.10.................................... .......................... ............................... A25 
     
M     
     
Manager’s license ............................................................................................... 125.18    
Municipal powers................................................................................................. 125.10.................................... .......................... ............................... A28 
Municipal stores .................................................................................................. 125.09(6) ............................... .......................... ............................... A9 
     
N     
     
Native Americans ................................................................................................ ............................................... .......................... 69-34,P405  
     
O     
     
Occupational tax.................................................................................................. 139.02.................................... .......................... ............................... A29 
 refund............................................................................................................. 139.10(1)    
Operators     
 licenses .......................................................................................................... 125.17.................................... .......................... 29-2 ........................ A30 
 provisional license.......................................................................................... 125.17(5)    
 training course ............................................................................................... 125.17(6)(a)........................... .......................... 73-30  
Out-of-state shippers ........................................................................................... 125.30    
     
P     
     
Parks ................................................................................................................... 125.06(6) ............................... .......................... ............................... A20 
Payment of taxes................................................................................................. 139.05    
 electronic funds transfer (see "Electronic funds transfer (EFT)")     
Peddling prohibited.............................................................................................. 125.09(3)    
Penalties.............................................................................................................. 125.07(3)(b),125.085(3), .......

125.11 
.......................... ............................... A31 

 confiscation .................................................................................................... 125.14(2),139.22    
 criminal........................................................................................................... 125.11,139.25(2),(9),(10) ...... .......................... 56-32 ...................... A31 
 failure to file report ......................................................................................... 139.25(4)    
 failure to keep records ................................................................................... 139.25(9)    
 failure to pay tax............................................................................................. 139.25(2) ............................... .......................... 56-32  
 false report ..................................................................................................... 139.25(5)    
 illegal possession........................................................................................... 139.22    
 impersonating an officer................................................................................. 125.105(2) ............................. .......................... 109-16  
 miscellaneous ................................................................................................ 139.25(10) ............................. .......................... 56-32  
 proof of age, falsification ................................................................................ 125.085.................................. .......................... 109-16  
 second offense............................................................................................... 139.25(11) ............................. .......................... 56-32  
 underage persons .......................................................................................... 125.07(4),125.085 ................. .......................... 56-31,109-16  
Permits (see “Licenses and permits”)     
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 Statute Adm. Rule 
Tax Bulletin and 
Publication (P) AGO (A) 

     
Petition, local option ............................................................................................ 125.05(1)    
Police powers ...................................................................................................... 139.08(3)    
Possession by underage persons ....................................................................... 125.07(4)    
Possession of alcohol beverages........................................................................ 125.32(6)    
Possession, presumption from ............................................................................ 139.18(1)    
Promotions .......................................................................................................... 125.33(2)(L)    
Proof of age......................................................................................................... 125.085.................................. .......................... 73-28,104-38 .......... A32 
Prosecution by attorney general.......................................................................... 125.145,139.26...................... .......................... 47-6  
Public parks, licenses (none required) ................................................................ 125.06(6) ............................... .......................... 67-9 ........................ A20 
Public places consumption.................................................................................. 125.09(1)    
Publication........................................................................................................... 125.04(3)(g)    
Purchase products from Class “B” licensee or permittee (brewer or wholesaler) 125.33(2)(m).......................... .......................... 73-30  
Purchases and invoices ...................................................................................... 139.11(1) ............................... 7.01 ................... 73-27  
Purchases by  retailers ........................................................................................ 125.33(9)    
     
R     
     
Raffles, license (none required) .......................................................................... 125.06(10)    
Railroads, license (none required) ...................................................................... 125.06(5) ............................... .......................... ............................... A20 
Rate of tax ........................................................................................................... 139.02(1)    
Records ............................................................................................................... 139.11(1) ............................... .......................... 73-27  
Refunds     
 beer sold to armed forces .............................................................................. 139.10(1) ............................... 7.11 ................... ............................... A33 
 claims for refund - income tax provisions apply ............................................. 139.092.................................. .......................... 87-17  
 unfit or spoiled beverage................................................................................ 139.10(1) ............................... .......................... ............................... A11 
Regulation     
 defined ........................................................................................................... 125.02(17)    
 municipal ........................................................................................................ 125.10.................................... .......................... ............................... A34 
Remedies (see “Refunds”)     
Reports and returns     
 due date ......................................................................................................... 139.11(2) ............................... .......................... 59-16  
 filing................................................................................................................ 139.11(2)    
Responsibility for commission of a crime ............................................................ 125.115    
Restaurant defined .............................................................................................. 125.02(18) ............................. .......................... ............................... A8 
Restrictions on brewers and wholesalers ............................................................ 125.33(1) ............................... .......................... 26-2 ........................ A1 
Restrictions on wholesale/retail license............................................................... 125.25(2)(b)1,........................

125.26(2)(b)2.a 
.......................... 87-19  

 exceptions...................................................................................................... 125.25(2)(b)2, 
125.26(2)(b)2.b 

   

Retailer     
 defined ........................................................................................................... 125.02(19)    
 invoices .......................................................................................................... 139.11(1) ............................... 7.01(4)............... 73-27  
 licenses, Class A............................................................................................ 125.25    
 licenses, Class B............................................................................................ 125.26    
 records ........................................................................................................... 139.11(1) ............................... .......................... 73-27  
 training course ............................................................................................... 125.185    
Retaliation, other states....................................................................................... 139.05(7)    
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 Statute Adm. Rule 
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Return, method of payment ................................................................................. 139.05    
Revocation     
 by department ................................................................................................ 125.12(4) ............................... .......................... ............................... A12 
 credit violations .............................................................................................. 125.33    
 first violation ................................................................................................... 125.12(1) ............................... .......................... 104-38  
 gambling offenses.......................................................................................... 125.12(1) ............................... .......................... 116-20  
 general ........................................................................................................... 125.12,139.08(4)    
 miscellaneous ................................................................................................ 139.25(10)    
Rules ................................................................................................................... 139.08(2)    
     
S     
     
Sale defined ........................................................................................................ 125.02(20),139.01(9)    
Sale of fermented malt beverages to industrial permittee, exemption ................ 139.04(7m) ............................ .......................... 43-34  
Sale to underage persons ................................................................................... 125.07(1) ............................... .......................... ............................... A10 
Sales at coliseums .............................................................................................. 125.26(2s) ............................. .......................... 116-20  
Samples - at trade meetings ............................................................................... 125.32(6),125.33(2)(o),(p) ..... .......................... 97-16  
School grounds ................................................................................................... 125.09(2)    
Secretary of Revenue, defined ............................................................................ 139.01(8),139.30(3)............... .......................... ............................... A13 
Sell, defined......................................................................................................... 125.02(20),139.01(9)    
Sellers     
 defense .......................................................................................................... 125.07(6)    
 records ........................................................................................................... 139.11(1) ............................... .......................... 73-27  
Ski jumping clubs, permit .................................................................................... 125.27(1)    
Surety bonds ....................................................................................................... 139.05(4) ............................... .......................... 73-29  
Sweepstakes ....................................................................................................... 125.33(2)(L)    
     
T     
     
Tap sign............................................................................................................... 125.32(5)    
Taste samples/trade shows................................................................................. 125.32(6)(a),125.33(2)(o),(p) .......................... 109-12  
Taxes - payment.................................................................................................. 139.05.................................... .......................... 73-29  
 adjustments - statute of limitations................................................................. ............................................... .......................... 95-36  
 refund............................................................................................................. 139.10(1)    
Temporary Class “B” license ............................................................................... 125.26(6) ............................... .......................... 56-31,97-16  
Tennis club, permit .............................................................................................. 125.27(1)    
Termination of distribution rights ......................................................................... 125.33(10) ............................. .......................... 138-45  
Testimony, compulsory........................................................................................ 139.20    
Tied-house law .................................................................................................... 125.33.................................... 7.23 ................... 73-30 ...................... A1,A34 
Transfer of license or permit................................................................................ 125.04(12) ............................. .......................... 29-2,47-7,138-45  
     
U     
     
Underage persons     
 alcohol abuse treatment program .................................................................. 125.07(4)(e)1    
 consumption................................................................................................... 125.07(4)(a),(b)    
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 Statute Adm. Rule 
Tax Bulletin and 
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Underage persons - continued     
 misrepresentation of age ............................................................................... 125.07(4)(a)4    
 possession ..................................................................................................... 125.07(4)    
 presence prohibited ....................................................................................... 125.07    
  exceptions ................................................................................................ 125.07(3)(a)3,125.26(6) ........ .......................... 77-9,138-45  
 proof of age.................................................................................................... 125.07,125.085...................... .......................... 67-8,73-28  
 sale to ............................................................................................................ 125.07.................................... .......................... 56-31  
     
V     
     
Vessel, permit...................................................................................................... 125.27(2) ............................... .......................... 62-46,67-8 .............. A20 
Video gambling.................................................................................................... 945.03(2m),945.04(2m)......... .......................... 140-4  
     
W     
     
Wholesalers     
 defined ........................................................................................................... 125.02(21)    
 distribution agreement ................................................................................... 125.33(11) ............................. .......................... 109-12  
 invoices .......................................................................................................... 139.11(1) ............................... 7.01(1),(2) ......... 73-27  
 licenses .......................................................................................................... 125.04(1),125.28    
 permit ............................................................................................................. 125.29,139.09    
 records ........................................................................................................... 139.11(1) ............................... .......................... 73-27  
 reports ............................................................................................................ 139.11(2)    
 sale to armed forces - refund ......................................................................... 139.10.................................... 7.11 ................... ............................... A33 
     
Y     
     
Yachting clubs, permits ....................................................................................... 125.27(1) ............................... .......................... ............................... A7 
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ADDENDUM 
To Beer Tax Topical Index 

 
Attorney Generals’ Opinions 

 
 

 Vol. Page Date 
 
A1 44   34 02-28-55 
 44   91 05-19-55 
 48 109 06-02-59 
 61   68 02-18-72 
 
A2 61 381 09-21-72 
 63   95 04-03-74 
 
A3 25 369 06-08-36 
 27 365 05-27-38 
 28   80 02-14-39 
 37 370 07-01-48 
 60 358 09-23-71  
 
A4 23 433 06-14-34 
 27 798 12-28-38 
 41 181 06-04-52 
 41 223 07-25-52 
 44   40 03-01-55 
 
A5 61 180 04-06-72 
 66 277 09-23-77 
 
A6 26 198 05-26-37 
 27 650 09-27-38 
 28 347 05-31-39 
 41 125 04-10-52 
 43 122 05-17-54 
 44 267 10-06-55 
 46 104 04-25-57 
 63     1  01-04-74 
 63 113 04-24-74 

 63 598 12-29-74 
 Vol. Page Date 
 
A7 28 618 10-27-39 
 61 180 04-06-72 
 
A8 23 549 08-11-34 
 
A9 60 358 09-23-71 
 41 179 06-04-52 
 
A10 32 82 03-23-43 
 32 132 04-26-43 
 37 286 05-18-48 
 37 380 07-06-48 
 38 535 10-21-49 
 41 340 11-14-52 
 44 40 03-01-55 
 47 203 08-13-58 
 47 298 12-12-58 
 53 161 09-25-64 
 
A11 27 406 06-16-38 
 
A12 64 213 12-30-75 
 
A13 66 277 09-23-77 
 
A14 61 87 02-22-72 
 
A15 23 492 07-13-34 
 
A16 60 358 09-23-71 
 

A17 66 176 06-03-77 
 
 Vol. Page Date 
 
A18 27 442 07-08-38 
 60 358 09-23-71 
 61 68 02-18-72 
 
A19 61 381 09-21-72 
 
A20 60 358 09-23-71 
 65 185 09-24-76 
 
A21 60 358 09-23-71 
 61 68 02-18-72 
 
A22 60 358 09-23-71 
 
A23 61 68 02-18-72 
 
A24 30 229 06-18-41 
 30 351 10-02-41 
 
A25 59 55 05-25-70 
 61 381 09-21-72 
 
A26 32 338 09-15-43 
 38 225 06-11-49 
 
A27 63 95 04-03-74 
 
A28 59 55 05-25-70 
 61 381 09-21-72 
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 Vol. Page Date 
 
A29 23 22 01-12-34 
 23 36 01-19-34 
 
 
A30 24 362 05-25-35 
 28 228 04-08-39 
 41 179 06-04-52 
 61 381 09-21-72 
 
A31 24 816 12-30-35 
 25 377 06-11-36 
 66 176 06-03-77 
 
A32 61 87 02-22-72 
 
A33 23 36 01-19-34 
 23 538 08-07-34 
 24 122 03-01-35 
 

 Vol. Page Date 
 
A34 59 55 05-25-70 
 61 294 06-23-72 
 61 381 09-21-72 
 65 185 09-24-76 
 67 127 04-26-78 
 67 337 12-29-78 
 68 395 11-28-79 
 
A35 61 87 02-22-72 
 
A36 69 168 07-09-80 
 
A37 69 248 12-01-80 
 




